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The consensus among researchers is that the majority of
irregular migrants in the UK are likely to be visa over-
stayers, i.e. migrants who entered the UK legally but
overstayed their residence permit, rather than illegal
entrants (Diivell 2009). There is also likely to be a
significant number of migrants who are legally resident
but working in violation of the employment restrictions
attached to their immigration status (Ruhs and Anderson
2010). Other changes to the irregular migrant
population, such as status-related flows (i.e. migrants
moving from legal into an irregular status and vice
versa) have only been researched very recently, but may

contribute significantly to the quantitative composition

of the irregular migrant population in the UK.
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The UK has a highly successful agricultural industry, but
many domestic and international factors affect food
production and prices for consumers in the UK. This
became evident during the world food price spike of
2008. Food and soft drinks is the largest manufacturing
sector in the UK and 4th largest in the world. The UK
food supply chain represents 6.8% of gross value added
(around £107 billion) and 4 million jobs with around
500,000 people in farming and fishing and over 400,000
people in food manufacturing. The UK is not self-
sufficient in food production; it imports 48% of the total
food consumed and the proportion is rising. Therefore,
as a food-trading nation, the UK relies on both imports
and a thriving agricultural sector to feed itself and drive
economic growth. The UK has a highly successful
agricultural industry, but many domestic and
international factors affect food production and prices
for consumers in the UK. This became evident during
the world food price spike of 2008. Food and soft drinks

is the largest manufacturing sector in the UK and 4th

largest in the world. The UK food supply chain
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represents 6.8% of gross value added (around £107
billion) and 4 million jobs with around 500,000 people
in farming and fishing and over 400,000 people in food
manufacturing. The UK is not self-sufficient in food
production; it imports 48% of the total food consumed
and the proportion is rising. Therefore, as a food-trading
nation, the UK relies on both imports and a thriving
agricultural sector to feed itself and drive economic

growth.
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