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Germany

In the past, Germany has proposed some ideas and policies of how to solve global food
security. As Germany is considered as one of the most powerful economy in the world,
especially EU, food insecurity and poverty may not be a serious problem. However, according
to a food survey conducted in Germany, 46.6% cannot afford a drink or meal with others at
least a month, compared to the lower rates of the EU27(28.8%), Greece (18.5%) and so on.
Therefore, food security could be an intermittent reality for some 7 % of Germany’s
population. Having such problems, Germany has taken up an active commitment to
safeguard global food security and nutrition. EU, which Germany is a member of, is a major
sales market for developing countries and emerging countries. Roughly 70 percent of
agricultural imports and about 50 percent of exports are transacted with those countries.
Consumers and the food industry in Germany depend heavily on a secure supply of food and
agricultural raw materials in consistent high quality from them. What’s more, German
consumers take responsibility by handling food carefully by throwing away less food or
deliberately buying sustainably-produced products.

Germany’s contribution to FAO support a wide range of programs, spanning normative
work, development cooperation, emergency response and resilience building. Germany
advocates key themes such as the right to food and responsible investments in agriculture
in major international for a like the G7 and G20 summits.

Germany's development ministry has initiated a process of intensive consultation with non-

governmental organizations, researchers and scientists in a concerted bid to help ensure

global food security.
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Iran

@ Currently, Iran is facing several issues regarding food security. Food prices in Iran
have been soaring among with unstable agricultural production.Because of increases in
food prices many households in Iran cannot afford enough food and cannot easily buy as
much as they need in the long run. Moreover, unstable agricultural production affects food

prices and it is making it more harder for everyone to have access to food.

@ Last year, there was a protest movement due to many citizen’s dissatisfaction with the
economy. In order to prevent it from happening again, Iran has been cracking down on
actions which seem to be manipulating food prices. Therefore, we would like to cooperate
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| with other countries which seem to be in the same condition and try to stabilize food prices.

Jamaica

Jamaica is a country which is located in the Caribbean Sea.

1 Right now in Jamaica we mainly export Sugar, Coffee, Chemical products, Rum,
Alumina, and Bauxite to the USA, EU, Canada, Iceland and the Russian Federation.
Also we import fuel, machines, food and other consumer goods and construction materials

from the USA, EU, Japan, China, and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

In Jamaica there are two types of farming. One type is growing bananas or sugar in a large
plantation and another type is smaller farming. The small farming productivity is not good
enough. Also they are weak in regards to typhoons. When Jamaica was hit by a typhoon in
2012 about 90% of the banana farms were affected and it caused a lot of problems.

Right now they are recovering by exporting stuff to many countries.

2 To solve the problems of food security we are thinking to get help from IFAD.

If we use IFAD Jamaica will be able to get financial support or develop the farming in
Jamaica.

The most important things that we have to think about is to make a land which can handle
typhoons better and raise the productivity.

Right now, in Jamaica, the people who are doing farming are elderly people and we have to
make young people do farming as well.

To bring back young people from big cities we have to make the place which young people

can enjoy.

Japan

Food security as a problem emerged in Japan during the 1960s rapid economic
growth period. As the economy grew and the incomes of the people increased, people’s
dietary pattern changed from traditional to the western pattern as people had more income
at their disposal to spend on food. This change brought a decline in the demand for
traditional food and particularly for rice in which Japan was self-sufficient. On the contrary,
it led to a rise in demand for western style food and to meet it, Japan began importing food.

Thus, the decline in the domestic agriculture productivity contributed to the self-
sufficiency ratio on calories basis decreasing thereby creating the problem of food security
(79% in 1960, dropping to 39% in 2015). The decline in agricultural productivity and to meet
the demands of the people whose dietary pattern had changed Japan started importing food
and within a short period of time, Japan became one of the largest importers of food in the
world. However, initially, Japan felt that it can rely on the exports for its food but certain
events that took place during the 1970s such as rise in the price of food grains due to bad

productivity in USA, Nixon embargo on soybeans export, and the Arab oil crisis made Japan
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realize that its supply line for food is vulnerable to external forces and that they further
threatened the food security of Japan. Thus, Japan began emphasizing on increasing the
self-sufficiency ratio by increasing the domestic production to ensure food security.

One of the ways to improve the food security problem is to increase the public’s
awareness of food security. One of the ideas to come out of our discussions was to set aside
one day a year on which people eat only domestically-grown food as an opportunity to think
about food security, much the same as disaster preparedness training exercises are
conducted each year on September 1. Having a designated day in which no one eats imported
food, for instance, might be a way to encourage more thought about food security.

The Japanese government is conducting an initiative dubbed "Food Action Nippon"

to promote homegrown produce and raise awareness among people so they can take concrete
actions.
One of the projects that the government is particularly putting effort into is promoting the
use of rice flour (ground rice powder). As the consumption of rice as a staple has been
decreasing, the government is seeking ways to encourage its consumption, such as
promoting its use as a powder like wheat flour. In Japan, it has long been used as an
ingredient in traditional sweets and other foods. In addition to exploring the potential for
rice flour for such uses, the government is taking the lead in conducting public relations
activities to boost rice flour consumption. For example, it established a special website to
introduce a wide range of recipes and products using rice flour, not only for traditional
sweets but also main dishes and western cakes and desserts, as well as supporting a variety
of events held by local communities and food-related companies. Another example of the
government's initiatives is the Marche Japon project ("Japan Market" in French), which was
launched in the fall of 2009. There are 17 locations across the country that recreate the
atmosphere of the farmers markets in the streets and squares of Europe and the United
States, marketed with the message: "Delicious food, direct from producer, lively market."
Domestically produced vegetables are sold at these markets, together with dairy products
and processed foods. While some have gained popularity with regular customers, others
come to shop because they find these weekly farmers markets fun.

Another way is that farms need to do more to preserve farmland and improve
productivity so that domestic production, the most fundamental part of food security, is
protected. Indeed, there is no room for doubt that domestic agricultural production is the
cornerstone of food security, and we must therefore be prepared to strengthen productivity.
It 1s also believed that Japanese agriculture still has great potential to export excellent

agricultural and food technologies as well as quality food products. Leveraging these to the

extent possible will contribute significantly to food security.
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State of Palestine

1.

In Palestine, 32.7 percent of the population lacks stable access to food. The situation is
graver in Gaza, where 68.5 percent of people are food insecure. Palestine has a unique need
for humanitarian aid because of restrictions on movement, trade, and investment. Other
factors include high unemployment rates in Palestine and influence from Israeli markets.
Because the purchasing power people in Israel have is significantly higher than
Palestinians, food prices are high and difficult for Palestinians to afford, forcing people to
spend up to half their income on food. This blockade by Israel is the biggest problem
Palestine faces when trying to solve the food insecurity crisis. The blockade blocks items
including food from going into Palestine, resulting in a lack of food items in the country.
Farm products are also prevented from going outside Gaza, thus farmers are unable to
export their produce outside it and are unable to make profit.

Under the FAO, Palestine has made efforts to develop sustainable agriculture
practices, focusing mainly on water usage. Palestine lacks stable access to water, making
agriculture difficult in that area. Some goals set under the FAO aims to improve and sustain
food consumption in the country. Better safety, quality, and nutrition is included in these

goals.

2.

Palestine’s priority in this conference is to provide citizens with a safe source of food. In the
present situation the lack of food in the country makes it difficult for citizens to live healthy
lives and thus we cannot affirm any actions to be made that can potentially be dangerous

towards low income citizens or countries. However, we understand that there are many

countries who choose to not support us because of our political standing, but we say that our
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beliefs are as important as our health and thus we do not need this support. Taking into

consideration our grave situation, we suggest the following:

+ Humanitarian aid funds should be allocated mainly towards cereals and not meat. Those
financially and physically safe enough should be allowed to eat meat as they wish, but that
should not mean that there should be a lack of humanitarian aid because of this bias of
what others could perceive to be a “healthy” lifestyle when they lack the calories they need
to live.

+ As an alternative, invest in plant based meat.

+ Farmers inside food insecure nations like ours who are unable to ask for help because of
economic sanctions should be financially encouraged by funds from the FAO to export cereals
to the people and not to the meat industry.

+ Bioenergy is a waste of food. Although in a long term sense they could be important in
fighting climate change, it will not make a difference by 2030 in which we are trying to make
a food stable environment by. We believe that bioenergy should only come from food waste
in this conference where we are trying to make solutions that will save people immediately.

- Raise awareness of the dangers of monocropping and save precious farmland by financially
supporting non-monocropping farmers. Some may not know how much the environment is
deeply affected by monocropping and they need to know the detriments it can bring even in
a short term sense.

+ Reconsider distribution of water sources. Even though Palestine has a river, most of the
country is dry and unfit for harvesting crops. Water should be supplied mainly to food
insecure nations like ours before it goes to places where it could be wasted.

+ Use drones to support food insecure areas lacking humanitarian aid because of fear of
violent forces. Areas that should be receiving food can not in the present situation. Drones
would help go into war-riddled areas without inflicting harm on humans.

« Fair food distribution through adequate human aid. Lack of humanitarian aid means lack
of food. Countries with the financial capability to save others should be the ones who donate
the most money towards this, since most food insecure nations are insecure because the
country has low income as a whole.

+ Many countries have enough food waste to feed our entire country and thus there should
be a food drive from supermarkets with leftover food to send to those in need through funds
from the FAO and donations as mentioned above.

+ Use lower-grade produce that farmers throw out because it will not be sold for much as
donations towards food insecure nations. They are not doing so in the present situation

because it simply costs too much. Systems that will subsidize funds for this from the FAO

should be implemented.
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