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Greece

(DGreece blocked the entry of nearly 10,000 migrants who tried to cross the border
into the country from Turkey. The migrants had flooded along Turkey's border with
Greece after it had been reported that Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
would allow migrants and refugees to cross the border into Europe via Turkey in
order to put pressure on the European Union over the situation in Syria.

According to the 2018 data, the number of refugee and migrant children who reached
the Greek islands between January and August this year increased by 32%
compared to that in the same period last year. More than 850 children each month
on average, which equals to more than 7,000 children, made a perilous sea journey,
and most of them were placed in crowded and unsafe camps.

The number of migrants staying on Mytilene Island is currently about 3,000, down
more than 80% from about 25,000 five years ago, but the total number of migrants in
Greece 1s more than 100,000.

@It caused a financial crisis in 2011. This was due to a skewed civil service system
and a pension system.In 2010, a quarter of Greece's working population, or one in
ten of the total population, was in the civil service. The rules regarding working
hours were quite vague and the pension system allowed people to start receiving
benefits at the age of 55 or about 90% of their salary before retiring.Greece's fiscal
balance in 2018 was a surplus of €1.77 billion. (227.7 billion) and Greece's fiscal
balance in 2012 was a deficit of 21.28 billion euros. (2,737.6 billion yen), but the
fiscal balance is still insufficient. As for Greece's unemployment rate, while the
average unemployment rate in the Eurozone is around 8.3%, Greece's rate is around
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19.5%. The youth unemployment rate in particular has risen to 44%. More and more
young people are migrating abroad in search of work, and the population has
declined by 3%. In order to improve the situation, although the new coronavirus
infection itself has been controlled, the tourism industry is the main industry, so the
economy has been hit hard. In 2017, as the school year began, Greek schools
welcomed more refugees and migrant children who have been stranded in the
country since last April. MSF's mental health facilities on the Greek islands of Chios,
Lesbos, and Samos served a total of 1,369 patients in 2019-2020. They were suffering
from mental health issues. In addition, among those treated by MSF, more than 180
had a history of self-harm or suicide attempts, two-thirds of whom were children, the
youngest being only six years old. On the Greek islands, even the essential
necessities of life have been neglected for many years, and MSF and other NGOs
have no choice but to take on the responsibility of providing medical care, water, and
other services.Remedial measures for this:At MSF's request, a regular patient
transfer mechanism will be established to quickly transfer all patients with chronic
intractable diseases from Lesbos to appropriate accommodation nearby where they
can receive special medical care such as mental health and consultation counters.
End the confinement of refugees and asylum seekers in the miserable and inhumane
conditions of Lesbos, giving priority to children; ensure that all asylum seekers,
unaccompanied minors and undocumented migrants in Greece receive free,
uninterrupted and adequate health care as soon as possible.
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Russian Federation

1

Russia has continued to receive a large number of migrants—497,800 in 2019—which
is said to be the fourth largest number in the world. The number has continued to
increase as a result of the Corona pandemic, which resulted in 216,000 migrants in
the first four months of 2020. At the same time, however, the increase in
unemployment has also become a major problem. According to the Russian Statistics
Agency, the unemployment rate in Russia in May 2020 was 6.1%, the worst since 2012
according to the International Labor Organization (ILO). Also, the number of
unemployed people increased by more than 1 million between April and July 2020.
However, perhaps because it is institutionally difficult to terminate employment in
Russia, when the economy worsens, the labor market tends to adjust in the direction
of increasing underemployment. In other words, even if citizens are not laid off, there
are many people who have to stay at home without pay. According to a recent survey
conducted in Russia, 6.4% of the respondents said that the Corona crisis had led to
such underemployment. So why is Russia accepting more and more immigrants? In
recent years, in Russia's major cities, low-wage simple labor tends to be performed by
immigrants from neighboring countries such as those in Central Asia. The local
citizens shun such hard, low-wage work and fill in the gaps with immigrant workers.

2

Russia has found it necessary to apply a balanced approach to immigration and
suggests other countries to do the same. The Russian population has been in a state
of steady decline since 2018, with the settled population decreasing by 2% at the
beginning of 2019 compared to the beginning of the previous year (-35,622), and the
population at the beginning of 2020 was 146,745,100. In addition, the impact of the
coronavirus has further exacerbated the problem, with a 3.1% increase in mortality in
2020 compared to the previous year, about 300,000 people dying from the coronavirus
as of December 20, 2021. Coupled with a high national suicide rate, the highest in the
world in 2016, the population is anything but stable. Russia has had a relatively open-
door policy with regard to migrants as a result of the problems above in order to fill
the population gaps, especially in the commercial sector, where labor shortages exist.
However, this has resulted in an increase in the number of illegal immigrants, creating
new problems. In order to change this situation, President Putin announced in a
televised debate his intention to crack down on illegal immigration. In response,
Russia's immigration policy has shifted from an open "liberal integration" policy,
where immigrants can easily acquire nationality, to a "meritocratic circulation" policy,
where money is spent on arming the borders and only a limited number of selected
people can enter the country. This balanced approach to allowing immigrants to enter
the country based on needs and merit is the way Russia has chosen to move forward.
For countries that face similar issues, they should also consider such approaches. In
the end, an open-door policy results in an increase of illegal immigrants, while
completely closing the borders to immigrants hurts a country’s labor force. Therefore,
all countries should adjust the number of immigrants they accept, taking into
consideration the current situation of each country and the impact of accepting
immigrants. While some might say that a quota system may solve the immigration
problems experienced by many countries around the world, the current pandemic has
taught us that any form of a quota system with regard to immigration numbers is
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rendered ineffectual in the event that something such as the Corona Pandemic occurs.
Every country cannot be expected to abide by arbitrary number requirements when a
pandemic shuts down entire economies.
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