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Argentina

(DUnlike many other countries, Argentina has a complete textile and clothing value
chain, from the primary production of textiles, such as cotton, wool, and camel fiber, to
industrial processes, such as spinning and weaving. Argentina produces more than
994,200 tons of cotton annually, some of which is sold domestically and some of which
is exported. However, Argentina faces some challenges. First, water pollution caused
by wastewater from factories and the apparel industry is a problem. Second, Latin
America is a region where air quality measurement networks are not well developed,
so the current status of air pollution is not well understood. Additionally, clothing
prices in Argentina are higher than in other countries. One reason for this is the high
import tariffs. Other problems include an increase in idle facilities, meaning a decrease
in production.

(@First, I propose that our country's policy promote the use of recycled or organic fiber
materials. This would entail recognizing the contributions of textile recycling
companies that add value to recycled fibers and ensure their processes adhere to
rigorous environmental and quality standards. Companies can also take the
aforementioned steps to provide consumers with reliable and traceable information
about the origin of recycled fiber raw materials. These efforts will promote a circular
economy. Next, we propose a comprehensive review of import tariffs. Specifically, this
includes reducing minimum tariffs for low-need products. Finally, our country proposes
developing a packaging law. We believe that by doing so, we can regulate the disposal
of wrapping paper, which is disposed of in large quantities as garbage and negatively
impacts the environment.
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Austria

Our ideal apparel industry is sustainable and uses home-grown, natural materials, and is a
global expression of sustainable, ethical fashion that is uniquely Austrian.

The Austrian apparel industry utilizes a diverse range of raw materials, both natural and
synthetic, and is increasingly interested in sustainable circular economy practices. The
main raw materials are wool, cotton, polyester, polyamide, lyocell, modal, and viscose. Of
these, wool, cotton, polyester, and polyamide are the recycled materials used to reduce
dependence on unused resources and to promote the principles of the circular economy.
In Austria, there is a growing trend toward sustainable and ethical fashion, with
consumers giving preference to environmentally friendly materials. Lyocell, modal, and
viscose are the most representative of these materials. Each is made from wood pulp such
as eucalyptus, beech pulp, or recycled fiber made from cellulose. Recently, however, the
supply of cellulose fiber has been strained due to forest fires and deforestation caused by
climate change in Austria. The challenge for the Austrian apparel industry through these
factors is that forest fires and deforestation caused by climate change make it difficult to
produce clothing made from environmentally friendly materials that are popular with the
public.

The causes of forest fires in Austria are both natural and human-caused. Natural causes
include lightning strikes and burning eucalyptus oil. Human-caused causes include
bonfires and arson. Dry weather and high temperatures also contributed to the spread of
fires.

Countermeasures against human-caused fires include “warnings to Austrian climbers on
how to handle fire,” “
permission.

As countermeasures against spontaneous combustion, Al-based sensors and

choosing where to use fire,” and “not cutting down trees without

satellite-based monitoring systems have been introduced in recent years to enable early
detection of fires and prompt response.

The most important point of contention in the country is that “due to problems such as
CO: emissions, we should promote sustainable clothing production by utilizing natural
materials and supplementing the shortage of natural materials with synthetic fibers.

Bangladesh
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Cameroon

In Cameroon, fashion holds significance, especially among the younger generation who
are highly conscious of their style. However, fashion trends change rapidly, and this fast
turnover often leads to clothing being discarded. Due to the country’s poorly, functioning
recycling system, Cameroon faces the issue of large amount of this fashion waste ending
up in garbage dumps, causing harm to the environment. In areas without proper waste
collection, old clothes are thrown into drains, where they clog waterways. During rainfall,
the waste is carried by runoff into the sea, posing a serious threat to marine life and
contributing to environmental damage.

In 2017, the organization PROPARCO reported that Cameroon generates about 5.5 million
tons of waste each year, which is around 16,000 tons per day. According to the 2021 data
from the OEC, Cameroon was the 18th largest importer of used clothing in the world,
spending over USD 93.3 million annually. As such, Cameroon struggles with growing
textile waste that causes not only urban flooding and pollution, but it is also responsible
for air pollution. This issue is made worse by the lack of proper recycling and waste
management infrastructure. In some parts of the country, most industrial wastewater is
discharged untreated into the Wouri estuary, damaging sensitive ecosystems like
mangroves and wetlands. This contributes to biodiversity loss and raises serious public
health concerns in city environments.

Secondly, in Cameroon, many policies have been implemented in the past with the aim of
addressing several of the challenges, mainly facing on the waste management and the
source of the waste. The government has announced a strategic merger between two
major companies, Société de développement du Coton (Sodecoton) and Cotonniere
Industrielle du Cameroun (Cicam). This movement is one of the parts of the government’s
2020 to 2030 National Development Strategy, which also focuses on reviving the leather
industry. Sodecoton is responsible for managing cotton production and marketing in
Cameroon, while Cicam produces items such as 100% cotton loincloths and towels. As
outlined in the strategy, the government aims to increase cotton production to 600,000
tons per year by 2025. It also wants local industries to use 50% of the country’s cotton by
2030. This cotton will be used mainly for clothing, especially sportswear. This merger will
create an integrated industrial pole in the country’s cotton-textile industry.
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Additionally, Cameroon is dealing with serious environmental challenges. The population
keeps growing, and the economy is developing, which creates complex problems in
managing natural resources and protecting the environment. In this situation, climate
policies are significant for solving these issues and building a sustainable future for the
country. Cameroon has rich biodiversity, including tropical forests, savannahs, mountains,
and coastlines. However, these ecosystems are fragile and are being damaged by human
activities such as the apparel industry. Climate change is making things worse, with rising
temperatures, unpredictable rainfall, and extreme weather events. To face these issues,
the Cameroonian government has introduced strong climate policies. These aims to cut
down greenhouse gas emissions, help the country adapt to climate change, and support
sustainable development. The policies include actions in areas like forest management
and water resource protection.

As mentioned, Cameroon has serious challenges, with waste management, especially in
cities, and it can say that is the biggest issue of this apparel industry. Waste is mostly
collected by local governments and sometimes by private companies. However, the quality
and reach of these services differ a lot depending on the area. In some places, informal
waste collectors also help fill the gap. The government has created laws to control waste
disposal, promote recycling, and protect the environment. The main government body in
charge is the Ministry of Environment, Nature Protection, and Sustainable Development.
However, even with these rules in place, they are often not well enforced. Most waste is
taken to landfills, but many of these landfills are poorly built and managed, which leads to
pollution and health problems. Recycling is still at an early stage in Cameroon, with
limited facilities and low capacity. Some informal recycling exists, but organized systems
are rare. Although there are efforts to improve recycling, issues such as low public
awareness, lack of incentives, and poor waste sorting make progress difficult. (

Overall, Cameroon’s waste management system suffers from weak infrastructure, limited
funding, and poor enforcement. Solving these will require cooperation between the
government, private companies, and the public. The most important point is to thoroughly
enforce proper waste management. Certainly, improving infrastructure and securing
funding are necessary, but to achieve these improvements, the priority must be managing
waste effectively, as it is the root cause of many challenges worldwide.

Canada
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Chile

Chile is the largest importer of second hand clothing in South America.
Approximately 59,000 tons of clothing are imported annually, of which 39,000 tons are
discarded illegally to the Atacama Desert because they cannot be consumed domestically.
The discarded clothing is mainly made of polyester which takes a long time to biodegrade
and causes soil contamination as well. As there is no legal provision to date, Chile also
burns clothes which produces toxic gases that damage the soil, the ozone layer, and the
health of the inhabitants. Although a Chilean law holds importers responsible for textile
waste, there are not enough resources to control the illegal transport of clothing to
clandestine dumps. Chile believes that fast fashion is a problem that severely effects the
environment and must therefore be addressed immediately.

In 2016, the government established the Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) law, which holds producers responsible for the post-consumer stage of products.
However, since the EPR does not include provisions for textile products, the government
aims to start the regulatory process in 2025 and set targets by 2029. Chile believes that this
initiative will strengthen the management of textile waste, promote recycling and reuse,
and serve as an important step toward a sustainable economy.

Chile would like to raise awareness globally especially in the United States,
Europe and Asia, which are where the majority of Chile’s clothes imports come from.
Chile would like to educate consumers as well as producers the negative effects of fast
fashion and to encourage them to choose high quality, longer lasting items. To do so, Chile
would like countries to establish an international pact to encourage countries to make
laws to raise awareness.

Chile looks forward to cooperating to lessen the negative sides of fast fashion.

Denmark

Denmark is committed to environmental responsibility and recognizes fashion’s large role
in the global ecological footprint. While Danish fashion is praised for minimalism and
innovation, the industry faces key challenges. Reliance on overseas manufacturing
contributes to high carbon emissions, while growing textile waste strains landfill and
incineration systems. Greenwashing is another concern — brands often make
sustainability claims without evidence, misleading consumers and damaging trust. This
undermines credible initiatives and delays real progress. Denmark supports a transition to
a circular economy in fashion. We call for full supply chain transparency, standardized
eco-labeling, and international rules to prevent false environmental claims. Recycling,
reuse, and the use of sustainable materials must become the industry standard. We also
propose carbon footprint labeling and tax incentives for low-impact companies. Public
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investment in circular business models and textile innovation is essential to drive
sustainable transformation. International cooperation is vital to align global standards and
reduce the environmental impact of fashion. Denmark aims to lead by example, proving
that sustainability, creativity, and competitiveness can go hand in hand.

We call on other countries to join us in building a fashion industry that is not only stylish,
but also responsible — protecting the planet for future generations.

Egypt
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Germany

The global apparel industry is a major economic driver, but also a source of
significant environmental degradation. It contributes 8 percent of global greenhouse gas
emissions, consumes large amounts of water, and generates micro plastic through
synthetic fiber. Germany acknowledges its responsibility in promoting a sustainable
transformation of the industry.

Germany is home to one of the largest textiles markets in Europe, and the industry
heavily contributes to its economy, holding 1 million employments and contributing
approximately 70 billion euros to GDP. However, the industry faces various environmental
challenges, such as outsourced production increasing greenhouse gas emissions
throughout supply chains. Therefore, Germany has introduced several pioneering policies
against such concerns. The Green Button certification and The Supply Chian Due
Diligence Act (LkSG) are some of them that Germany has applied. The Green Button
certification is a government backed label ensuring environmental standards in textile
products. The Supply Chain Due Diligence Act was enforced in 2023, and this law
mandates large companies to identify and mitigate environmental risks across their global
supply chain.

Despite progress there remain several issues. The lack of global uniform standards.
Many countries do not have laws or certifications like the Green Button causing
difficulties for the government to control companies and making international
cooperation and harmonization essential.

Germany proposes the “Green Button” as a new global sustainability standard as a
measure to achieve a sustainable apparel industry. The “Green Button” is a hugely
successful certification label that is run by the German government. A company is
awarded a “Green button” when they meet strict requirements of sustainable production
and respect towards labor. Although this has only started in 2019 more than 100 German
and non-German companies have been stratified.

Specifically focusing on the sustainability aspect, companies must have undergone
stringent requirements to be awarded the “Green button”. The criteria are separated into
three sections “raw material extraction”, “bleaching and dying” and “cutting and sawing” "
All the components specifically have detailed criteria that ensure the product production
chain is sustainable enough. All requirements must be fulfilled, which fully ensures the
product's sustainability. For instance, some of the requirements in the criteria is “no
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genetically modified seeds used in cotton production "and “A fiber or material that is not
included in this list is excluded as a raw material for Green Button products” and more.
From these strict regulations the Green Button upholds its high standards towards
sustainability standards.

We believe this policy has high feasibility based on the work it has provided. Green
Button is a framework that has already been operating in Germany since 2019; thus, it
proves that government led certifications in textiles is practical and effective. Moreover,
rather than replacing current efforts, Green Button works by recognizing and building
upon existing global certifications, making it accessible for new countries and companies
because this does not force them to start from scratch. Its double audit model, which
verifies both company practices and individual products, further distinguishes it as a
comprehensive and credible standard.

However, there are potential setbacks we need to consider when implementing the
“Green Button”. One issue that may arise is the high difficulty for small and medium-sized
businesses to obtain the certification due to financial hurdles. The necessity of monitoring
and evaluating their production lines, and companies may have to adjust their materials to
meet the criteria. This is extremely costly, and not all companies can afford this. A
solution is to offer financial aid to companies that aim to acquire the “Green Button”.

We can expect sensational benefits by implementing the Green Button. First and
foremost, this reduces the overall environmental harm that the apparel industry has.
Additionally, this would also contribute to the UN-ledSDGs (Sustainable Development
Goals). Especially the “Green Button” would align to the 13th goal, “Take urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts”. Moreover, the “Green Button” gives good
guidance to consumers to make better choices. Since many people are in favor of
sustainability practices and safe working conditions, the problem is the lack of
information they are provided in terms of working conditions and sustainability. By
providing such information to consumers, consumers gain the ability to select a product
that aligns with their values.

The Federal Republic of Germany reaffirms its commitment to building a sustainable
and responsible global apparel industry. Germany stands ready to collaborate with all
members states to promote environmental protection, and transparency across supply
chains. Only through joint effort can we achieve a truly equitable and sustainable future.
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Ireland

(DIreland is second place in GDP rankings among EU countries, and its economic
growth is 1.5%, and the rate is high. And that is quite a stable economy. The apparel
industry’s average salary is also high compared to other EU nations. Though, despite the
decent wages, the apparel industry does not significantly contribute to Ireland’s overall
economy.

One famous original fast fashion brand in Ireland is a company called PRIMARK,
which is also popular in other countries, like Spain and France. It has an affordable
price. As part of its corporate social responsibility, PRIMARK is taking actions on
environmental issues. Its initiatives include recycling programs and developing more
sustainable practices, such as finding out the methods of cultivating cotton in an
eco-friendly way. Like decreasing the amount of chemicals with less water.

Many Irish people are responsible for recycling the clothes. There are recycling
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boxes for the clothings placed in public areas. This system makes it easy and not
bordering for people to recycle the clothes. Also, there are many charity shops in
Ireland, and many people donate clothing to charity shops, which helps extend the
life of clothes, for the environment.

@The improvement strategy that Ireland suggests is textile “Waste Action Plan for
a Circular Economy”. Our government announced the “Waste Action Plan for a
Circular Economy” in September 2020. It’s suggested about separating of textile
trash and reuse. For example, adopting the use of recycled materials or highly
durable products for uniform, work cloth and office goods that the country and
local government purchased. Also, it shows us that giving a final disposal
responsibility of products to producers, and sustainable design and material use
are promoted.

The 2020 announcement of “Circular Economy Strategy 2022-2023” also has the
purpose of converting that disposable linear economy to a sustainable economic
model that reuses materials. We raise the penalty for illegal dumping to under 70,000
dollars. And also like designing the zero-waste product, promoting reusable materials,
and through the campaign “Reuse Month” to try to change the way of consumer
thinking. We also expand the school programs that teach the importance of
sustainable fashion. For example, there is a program called “Let’s fix fashion” in green
school. In that program, students discuss and raise awareness for the current problem
in the fashion industry. This project helps students to understand and feel close about
the problem.

The other thing that we are trying is, change the color of trash boxes and recycle more
easily. For example, green for recycling, brown for organic waste and black for
residual. This will increase the rate of recycling, improve garbage disposal, and reduce
the risk of environmental pollution.

The most important thing in Ireland is the effects on the environment. It is estimated
that clothes are discarded over 100,000 tons per year. The specific policies are
developed around environmental issues. Recently, the effects of SNS stands for Social
Networking Service and online shops have caused some disposable fashion problems
between the young people. Since it is easy and it is not that hassle to buy on the internet
compared to real life, which makes the cycle of the clothes fast.

Buy one get one free.
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Mexico

Mexico possesses a significant apparel manufacturing sector, historically bolstered by its
proximity to the United States and trade agreements like the USMCA. This industry,
including the vital maquiladora sector, serves as a key source of employment and export
revenue. However, this economic activity presents considerable environmental
challenges.Water scarcity is a pressing issue in many Mexican regions, and the apparel
industry's high water consumption—from cotton cultivation to dyeing and finishing
processes—exacerbates this problem. Inadequate wastewater in some areas leads to the
pollution of rivers and groundwater with dyes and chemicals, impacting ecosystems and
human health.Furthermore, the industry contributes to textile waste, both
pre-consumer(manufacturing scraps) and post-consumer (discarded garments), straining
landfill capacities and representing a loss of valuable resources. Energy consumption for
manufacturing processes, often reliant on fossil fuels,contributes to greenhouse gas
emissions. While efforts are underway to promote sustainability, the scale of the industry
and the need for stricter enforcement of environmental regulations remain critical
challenges.Ensuring that economic benefits do not come at an irreversible environmental
cost is a primary concern for Mexico.

The United Mexican States proposes ambitious policies to build a sustainable and just
future through international cooperation in addressing the urgent challenges within the
apparel industry. The key focus areas for our nation are"human-centered inclusive
development" and "harmony with the global environment," and we will promote concrete
improvement measures based on these pillars.
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1. Promotion of the "Sustainable Apparel Value Chain EnhancementlInitiative": Mexico will
leverage its geographical advantages and theUSMCA (United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement) to the fullest extent to strengthen its role as a hub for sustainable and ethical
apparel production and supply in the North American region.Specifically, we will promote
the following measures in international collaboration:

CHlER)

2. Establishment of an "International Cooperation Framework for theProtection of
Workers' Rights and Realization of Decent Work": We aim for a society where all
individuals working in the apparel industry can work with dignity for fair wages in a safe
and healthy environment.The most important focus area for Mexico in this conference is
the harmonization of "economic efficiency" with "social justice and environmental
sustainability." The recent fragility of global supply chains and the structure where wealth
is concentrated in certain countries and corporations hinder sustainable development.
The apparel industry is a prime example of this, where inexpensive products often
conceal poor labor conditions and severe environmental degradation. Our nation strongly
advocates for a shift away from this current situation towards a "human-centered
economic model" where economic growth genuinely contributes to environmental
protection and people's well-being. To achieve this, it is essential not only to pursue
short-term profits but also adopt a long-term perspective, where corporations,
governments,international  organizations, and civil society collaborate and
shareresponsibilities. As a bridge between developed and developing countries,and as a
nation with rich biodiversity and culture, Mexico is determined to find solutions to this
difficult challenge through constructive dialogue and concrete actions in concert with the
international community. We expect this conference to be a fruitful step towards that end.
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Pakistan

Fast fashion refers to the rapid production of cheap and trendy clothes. While it offers
affordable and economic benefits, it also has drawbacks such as environmental issues.
The fast fashion industry has had a significant impact on both developing and developed
countries, particularly countries like Pakistan where major efforts are made to produce
resources for clothing. Which contributes crucially to Pakistan's economy and
employment.

Fast fashion is more than just clothing but it also integrates deeply to environmental
sustainability, economic development and human rights.

Pakistan is internationally recognized for its textile industry, and ranks fifth in the global
cotton production. The country’s warm climate is suitable for cultivating textile products
and it has been a tradition for over 6000 years. Therefore the system of producing these
resources is extremely advanced and famous world wide. Pakistan’s fast fashion industry
is directly linked to its powerful foundation in textile production. If fast fashion industries
were to be banned or reduced, it would cause serious consequences due to the fact that
Pakistan, a developing country, relies heavily on fast fashion for its economic stability.
This would not only affect the society but also its citizens too. Since Pakistan has a large
population and a high job competition, people are willing to work even if the wages are
low and the atmosphere isn’t the best. The fast fashion industry enables the creation of
employment opportunities for people who are suffering from poverty.

Pakistan has put numerous efforts in order to build a more sustainable fast fashion
industry.

Better cotton initiative is one of them, this is a global program that promotes improved
cotton production globally. With the help from the Better Cotton Initiative Pakistan was
able to produce 305,620 tons of better cotton. Which is a remarkable achievement for a
developing country like Pakistan. Additionally many textile factories in Pakistan have
received the LEED certification. This certification is an internationally recognized
standard for eco-friendly buildings. This shows the country’s commitment to sustainable
industries. Furthermore, there are several clothing companies from Pakistan that focus on
sustainability such as Rajby Industries and Neely Denim. These efforts highlight
Pakistan's dedication to improving the fast fashion industry in ways that are both
environmentally friendly and responsible for society.

Due to the fact that Pakistan has a huge number of factories, it's important to
acknowledge that these factories emit gases such as greenhouse gases which significantly
damages our environment. In order to gradually fix these problems, Pakistan proposes a
solution which is to invent or make new sustainable materials for clothing. Pakistan is
well known for its textile industry, this connects to the fact that Pakistan is well
positioned to produce new and advanced materials. With the help of modern technology,
creating advanced and eco-friendly alternatives to cotton will be more achievable.
However, changing the fast fashion industry around the world is not possible with a single
country. Therefore, working with major international fast fashion companies can
encourage the development of new sustainable material. With this cooperation, not only
would it reduce environmental damage but also enables Pakistan to use less money than
doing it by itself. Making environmentally friendly clothing materials can be the first and

18



20254 6H =i PPPEE® Bid: 6H6H

far most important step in order to build a cleaner and better fast fashion industry.

In conclusion, although the fast fashion industry is known for its damage to earth, it also
provides benefits to the people and economy. Pakistan uses the fast fashion industry as a
source to make their society stable, which is one of the biggest reasons why it's crucial to
rethink about improving this industry. Pakistan has already taken steps such as joining the
Better Cotton Initiative and supporting sustainable factories. Additionally the country is
committed to working with international clothing brands to create a new solution to this
problem.The solution isn’t to erase fast fashion, but to balance human needs and
environmental concerns. By connecting economic responsibility, international
cooperation and innovations, Pakistan believes that it would be possible to build a more
environmentally friendly and social fast fashion industry.

Philippines

1. The Philippines faces several issues related to the Apparel Industry, particularly
concerning environmental challenges. Prevalence of fast fashion, reliance on synthetic
materials, and inadequate waste management in the country lead to issues such as mass
pollution caused by chemical dyes or factory emissions. The factories are generally
located near streams or rivers, and thus water is polluted by the toxic waste. It affects
biodiversity within marine life, farms, and public health. Additionally, abundant
production of synthetic and imported garments result in microplastic pollution and
increased carbon emissions.

Secondly, a significant challenge faced by the Philippines’ apparel industry is that of
supply chain transparency and its environmental impact, primarily due to fast fashion and
the complexity of global supply chains. Lack of transparency within brands and their
production allows for lackadaisical and unsustainable production methods that negatively
affect the environment. In addition, the lack of transparency makes it baffling to verify a
brand's claims which ensure products are ethically manufactured. This can lead to
consumer distrust and potentially damage brand reputation.

Lastly, second-hand clothing waste is a problem in the Philippines. Many developed
countries irresponsibly ship their used clothing to the Philippines as “donations”, but
much of it is simply thrown in trash or illegal dumps since they are badly soiled or badly
worn. These overwhelm sanitation systems and increase land and water pollution within
the Philippines. Low levels of consumer knowledge related to sustainable fashion, poor
environmental policies, and scarce technical possibilities for recycling of textiles add to
the challenge.

2. The Philippines places emphasis on maintaining our position within the garment
industry, as a prominent manufacturer of clothing in the world. In truth, the Philippine
apparel market was valued at $8.1 billion in 2024 and is projected to nearly double to $15.8
billion by 2033. Currently facing challenges such as global environmental issues, and
falling behind cost competition compared to manufacturing rivals such as Vietnam and
Bangladesh however—the Philippines would like to propose a few solutions .

Firstly, we would like to promote eco-friendly textiles. The Philippines is a country
boasting its rich natural resources, showing endless potential at a time when the world is
shifting from fast fashion to ‘slow fashion’. Slow fashion is a scheme countering the cheap
and short lived ‘fast fashion’: it was popularised after concerns surrounding the fashion
industry’s environmental impacts have been raised, and advocates eco-friendly fashion.
The Philippines is a perfect hub for slow fashion, offering unique opportunities for brands
looking to manufacture sustainable clothing; for example, high-quality raw materials such
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as abaca, pifia, and bamboo can be abundantly obtained. Indeed, our country supplies
approximately 85% of the world’s abaca fiber, and bamboo trade accounts for $3.5 billion
to the national economy. As well as promoting the Philippines as a pioneer for
eco-friendly produce and slow fashion, our country also calls other pivotal manufacturing
countries and influential brands to change their ways.

Secondly, despite Republic Act 4653 which renders commercially imported used textiles
illegal, illicit imports by external operators are widespread across the Philippines.
Therefore, our country would like to improve transparency of the supply chain by making
it mandatory for brands from member states to go through an inspection to see whether
the brand is following the global standards. If the brand passes the inspection, the
products would be certified. These detailed assessments of environmental practices and
high quality will indicate reliability of the brand, making the product more attractive to
consumers. Visually, this method will also help customers choose the environmentally
conscious option—while simultaneously raising awareness about everyday fashion
products’ supply chain and its carbon footprint. In this way, we can further encourage
slow fashion on a global scale.

Lastly, the Philippines would like to promote upcycling as a sustainable fashion initiative.
Upcycling is a practice which transforms waste into something new and useful—it finds
potential in what would have been disregarded and ended up in the landfills. This is
undeniably effective in reducing waste; the method both avoids over sourcing of raw
materials, and dyeing or finishing processes that severely pollute water. Upcycling assists
in cutting down carbon footprint in this way—processing waste and manufacturing new
clothing create significant carbon dioxide emissions. It is crucial to take action, and start
upcycling now. The Philippines currently have numerous schemes such as Bayo Manila
which aims to recycle and reduce the environmental impact of the apparel industry as
much as possible. For example, they have upcycled fabric waste into usable fabric or shop
furnishings, and made garments out of recycled PET collected by the Pure Oceans non
profit organisation in recent years. In fact in 2018, 1600 kg of textile scraps were upcycled
by women weavers from Argao to produce nearly 4000m of quality fabric. Our country
urges popularisation of upcycling while offering our unique hand-making workforce
within (1l/[5%)
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Sweden

(D Sweden is the birthplace of global fast fashion brands such as H&amp;M, and while it
has a large influence in the textile industry, much of its clothing waste is processed

by thermal power generation, resulting in greenhouse gas emissions and waste of
resources. This situation indicates that the production and consumption structure of
fashion has a serious impact on the global environment.In addition, H&amp;M&#39;s
“Conscious Choice” series was the subject of a class action lawsuit because,

although the series was described as “environmentally friendly,” the basis for this

was unclear and some of the labeling was misleading. This is an example of

greenwashing undermining consumer confidence and jeopardizing the credibility of
corporate and national environmental responsibility. Transparency and scientifically
based information are essential for the development of sustainable fashion.In this

context, (/{/%2), is paving the way for the future of recycling. If they cannot be used as
fiber, they can be reused as car seat fillings. This opens the way for clothing to be recycled
as a “resource” rather than just trash.Such facilities are a pillar to accelerate the

transition to a circular economy, not only in Sweden but also in cooperation with EU
countries. For fast fashion to be sustainable, it is essential to expand such infrastructure
internationally and form a global textile recycling network. As a leading country in this
field, Sweden is willing to actively promote technical cooperation and information sharing
with other countries.

@ Inrecent years, the rapid expansion of the fast fashion industry has significantly
changed global consumption patterns. However, its large environmental footprint and
serious labor issues have drawn international concern. Among these, the

widespread practice of “greenwashing”—where companies falsely claim to be
environmentally friendly to gain profit—is particularly serious. Even H&amp;M, founded
in Sweden, faced a class-action lawsuit. over its “Conscious Choice” line due to vague
and misleading environmental claims. Additionally, persistent problems such as
supply chain opacity and water resource depletion continue to contribute to
environmental degradation.Attempts by governments and corporations to implement
environmental measures often result in reduced production efficiency and increased
costs. Consequently, many companies relocate operations to countries with weaker
regulations, perpetuating a cycle that fails to achieve meaningful change. This
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reflects a critical flaw in the current international framework: it offers little incentive for
businesses to choose sustainability over economic convenience.

In response, Sweden proposes the establishment of a Sustainable Fashion
Brand Scoring System (SFBS) under UN leadership. This system would evaluate
brands based on criteria such as environmental commitment, supply chain
transparency, and labor conditions. Certified brands would display an official SFBS
mark, enabling consumers to make informed choices and identify false sustainability
claims. While not legally binding, this system would directly influence corporate image
and consumer trust, creating strong market-driven pressure for companies to reform.
Precedents like the SDGs and the Ruggie Framework on Business and Human Rights have
shown that non-binding mechanisms can still produce significant impact on global
practices.

Furthermore, Sweden recommends the creation of an international monitoring platform
under the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA). This system would use Al and satellite
technology to continuously track metrics like water usage, pollution, and textile recycling
rates across countries. Since environmental issues such as water depletion transcend
national borders, global oversight is essential. Companies found in violation of
sustainability norms should face economic penalties to ensure compliance—without
enforcement mechanisms, regulations will be ineffective, and industries will resist
meaningful transition.

In support of these global efforts, Sweden has also implemented cutting-edge domestic
initiatives. For example, Siptex, a state-of-the-art garment recycling facility, uses
advanced Al and sorting technologies to classify used textiles by material type. These
textiles can then be reprocessed into new fabrics or repurposed into materials such as
automobile seat padding. Even garments unsuitable for fiber recovery find a second life,
proving the potential of innovative recycling infrastructure. By promoting
international cooperation and knowledge-sharing, such models can be expanded
globally to build a circular fashion economy.

The fashion industry stands at a pivotal moment. The time has come to move away from
the “disposable” model and toward a future grounded in sustainability and regeneration.
Through global monitoring, credible evaluation systems, and shared technological
innovation, we can align environmental and economic interests. As a leader in
sustainability and innovation, Sweden is committed to working alongside the United
Nations and international partners to build a fairer, greener, and more sustainable fashion
industry.
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