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Bangladesh

In Bangladesh, there are numerous children who are engaged in work activities rather
than going to school. Work in this case removes children’s rights, harms their health, and
in some cases ends their future, ultimately limiting their ability to escape poverty.

Poverty is the most significant factor behind child labor in Bangladesh. Due to the lack
of alternatives for families that provide them with income, many families have no other
way but to let their children go out and work to help support the family. The Government
of Bangladesh is actively and enthusiastically working to bring education to all children.
Although many households are willing to send their children to school, they are still unable
to do it due to the high costs related to education (e.g., requisites for school, uniforms,
learning materials). Making 34% of children unable to attend school. Additionally, early
marriage in poor rural areas of Bangladesh has been a problem that causes the cycle of
child labor to continue.

The Government of Bangladesh has taken the initiative to find out the root causes of
child labor. Children are sometimes forced to perform jobs in bad conditions, and even be
involved in hazardous and exploitative employment, which is considered extremely
problematic. Moreover, the Government of Bangladesh has made significant progress in
combating child labor by raising public awareness of child employment laws and
strengthening their enforcement since 2018. In addition, the government launched a three-
year, $35 million initiative aimed at eliminating hazardous child labor by identifying and
rehabilitating approximately 100,000 child laborers.

@

Bangladesh is committed to find out the root causes of the problem and make children
safer. The Government of Bangladesh is convinced that poverty is the main reason that
makes children susceptible to being forced into hazardous labor or early marriage.
Bangladesh is of the opinion that tackling this issue requires a thorough and
comprehensive plan. The plan is subdivided into objectives for short-term, medium-term,
and long-term.

In the short term, Bangladesh recommends focusing on the improvement of local child
protection systems to achieve early identification of children in risky and poor situations
and effectively link them to the assistance they need. On top of that, the government seeks
to prevent families from engaging in child labor by creating hotlines and delivering
emergency aid to households that have suffered economic or climatic calamities.

In the medium term, Bangladesh recommends the implementation of a range of social
protection measures such as school stipend programs and school feeding programs which
act as incentives for school attendance, particularly for rural children who are victims of
climate change. The issue of education accessibility especially for girls is very crucial for
the strategy that the Government of Bangladesh has implemented to stop the exploitation.
Bangladesh stresses that eliminating poverty and providing access to education are the
most crucial steps towards the prevention of child exploitation.

In the long term, the Government of Bangladesh recommends to put money into the
building of stable structures in schools which will be able to endure disasters. The building
of strong and disaster-resistant schools will not only save schools from environmental
hazards, but it will also assure that education is always delivered without interruption.
Temporary Learning Centers will be operational in the flood-stricken in the displaced
areas so that students can continue their education and not lose it for a long time.

For these reasons, Bangladesh thinks that protective measures for children and the
prevention of child exploitation should be addressed through long-term and comprehensive
approaches not only at the local level but also nationwide.
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Indonesia

Today, we would like to address three major issues: the eradication of child labor, the
elimination of child marriage, and the problem of sexual exploitation, and finally present
our proposed solutions.

First, regarding child labor, it is reported that approximately 1.01 to 1.27 million children
in Indonesia are engaged in child labor. The national child labor rate is estimated to be
around 1.7 to 2.8 percent. While many children attend school while working, a certain
number are not enrolled in school at all. Child labor is more prevalent in rural areas, and
therefore we would like to focus particularly on rural communities.

Indonesia has laws that in principle prohibit employment under the age of 18, while
allowing children aged 13 to 15 to perform only light work under strict conditions.
However, despite these legal frameworks, monitoring and enforcement in rural areas
remain insufficient, which continues to be a serious challenge.

Next, regarding the elimination of child marriage, it is estimated that among women aged
20 to 24 in Indonesia, approximately 9 to 16 percent were married before the age of 18. In
contrast, the proportion among men in the same age group is much lower, at around 1
percent. Although figures vary by region and survey, at least one in nine women is reported
to have experienced marriage before the age of 18.

Following a legal amendment in 2019, the minimum legal age of marriage was raised to
19 for both men and women, even with parental consent. However, a system still exists
whereby marriage under the age of 18 can be permitted through applications to religious
or local courts. Tens of thousands of such applications are submitted each year, and this
exemption system remains one of the factors allowing child marriage to continue.

The causes of child marriage include poverty, lack of education, and social and religious
norms. Girls from economically disadvantaged households are particularly vulnerable, and
in some regions, early marriage is still viewed positively due to traditional values.
Currently, we place the greatest emphasis on reviewing village rules and community
norms. In particular, we have established youth-led awareness groups, known as Youth
Forums, which allow children themselves to take action. These groups serve as safe spaces
for children who find it difficult to speak directly to adults, and they help convey children’s
true voices to the wider community. In addition, we actively involve religious leaders and
community leaders, and provide health and counseling support.

As a result of these efforts, positive changes have been observed. Applications for court
exemptions for underage marriage have declined significantly, families are increasingly
reconsidering their decisions, and children’s participation in community activities has
increased. According to statistics, the number of underage marriage cases decreased from
8,804 in 2020 to 4,150 in 2024. However, despite this progress, child marriage rates remain
high in some rural areas.

Next, regarding sexual exploitation, there are cases in which women and children are
transported to urban areas or tourist destinations through covert human trafficking and
become victims of commercial sexual exploitation. Methods such as debt-based
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recruitment, false job offers, and exploitation through the internet and social media have
been reported. Children from rural areas are also increasingly becoming victims of online
exploitation.

Indonesia has a national institution called the Indonesian Child Protection Commission
(KPAI), which monitors violations of children’s rights, makes policy recommendations, and
conducts awareness-raising activities. At the local level, village heads, religious leaders,
and schools work together to monitor children’s situations. Communities share
information about suspicious job offers or movements, and early responses are carried out
when reports are made regarding human trafficking routes from rural areas to cities.
However, these support systems are limited to certain areas, and budget and human
resource shortages remain major challenges.

In conclusion, we believe that ensuring children can attend school every day, regardless of
their circumstances, is the most effective solution. To achieve this, it is essential to provide
tuition assistance, school uniforms, and free school meals, as well as flexible school
schedules that take household situations into account. Creating a system in which
attending school is more beneficial than working is, in our view, the most important and
effective way to protect children from child labor, child marriage, and sexual exploitation.
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Italy

D First, concerning goal 1 the elimination of child labor, while the numbers have been
decreasing year by year, we cannot say it has been completely eradicated.

The current status of goal 2 is that while they were common in southern Italy until recent
years, they have been declining due to campaigns to eradicate child marriage and
numerous demonstrations within Italy.

Regarding the current status of goal 3, while domestic laws prohibit prostitution, they are
effectively toothless laws, allowing prostitution to occur. This includes a significant
number of cases involving children, prompting consideration of legal reform.

Regarding the current status of Goal 4, several human trafficking laws have been adopted,
and efforts are being made to eradicate it, but the goal has not yet been achieved. Italy
receives many refugees and immigrants each year, among whom there are numerous
unaccompanied children, and these children are being drawn into human trafficking.

To summarize these points, while Italy is generally moving toward a downward trend, it
still cannot fully protect children from all forms of exploitation. Additional measures and
countermeasures, along with legal reforms, are strongly desired.

@ When achieving these four goals we, Italian representatives, propose these policies.
The first proposal for goal 1 is, for all governments to encourage reducing taxes for parents
with lower income to lessen their burden and support funds for paying school expenses
which includes child support given according to the income. This would help children to go
to schools and have better education and view of the world; that will help reduce the
amount of child labour. Governments should offer scholarships to encourage students to
stay in school as long as possible and offer various programs. We have data that students
drop out of school earlier in Italy than in any other country in Europe. The reason for that
1s that mostly southern part of Italy has economic problems. In this case government could
try to invest in making new jobs and offer families with low-income incentive so that
children stay in school.

The second proposal is for goal 2, how to abolish child marriage. For this we suggest
raising the minimum age of marriage tol8 years and including parents’ and child’s
absolute consent. We also believe that detailed screening of both families and their
background should be supervised by a third party and by the court. We do want to include
personal and religious beliefs, but we strongly suggest that child’s health and mental
wellbeing is being put first. We could achieve that by sharing information about child’s
marriage information using social media, open talks and include these topics in regular
school classes.

The third proposal refers to unvolunteered child’s prostitution, where children are being
forced to participate in sexual activities, including child pornography, that spreads
through various online means. To restrict sharing prohibited materials, we suggest using
Al as a tool to investigate possible images and videos in deep web. The police should create
special units to catch up with the latest contents on the internet, in order to ban them. We
should warn, and show children what to avoid and who to call, if being in danger. In order
to recognize victims, we could invent and share a hand sign, for children to show to an
adult, that they are in trouble.

The fourth proposal addresses goal 4, child trafficking. To solve this, we should raise
awareness through media and classes in school education system, using pamphlets,
lectures and learning how to proceed in those circumstances, by doing drills and issuing
paper-based manuals. Furthermore, not only education system, but also border patrols
should get daily updates on missing children using modern technology and receive training
on latest equipment. Last, but not least, companies should thoroughly and on regular
basis, check on the working conditions, such as child labour and identifying possible
victims.

In the end we would like to conclude with the final thought, that these problems cannot be
solved by few countries having different policies, but with an organized cooperation of all
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countries, following the same actions formally and constantly through the power of the
United Nations.
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Nigeria

Nigeria is located on the western coast of Africa with a population of around
237million people, making it Africa’s most populated country. It is a country with
diverse beauty, woven from a rich tapestry of cultures, natural landscapes, and
vibrant urban scenes. It gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1960, and
is now a democracy. It has the largest economy in Africa, by exporting oil, natural gas,
and agriculture products such as cocoa.

The federal government of Nigeria reaffirms its strong commitment to ensure the
protection of children’s rights and to fight towards the elimination of child labour,
child marriage, child trafficking, and child exploitation, in alignment with the
international human rights framework and the Sustainable Development Goals.
Nigeria recognizes that these challenges are complex and deeply connected to global
economic conditions, regional instability, and historical inequalities, and therefore
require comprehensive and cooperative solutions.

Nigeria has undertaken extensive efforts to understand and address the situation
of children within its borders through evidence-based policymaking. National surveys
conducted by the National Bureau of Statistics provide essential data that guide
targeted policy responses, particularly in high-risk sectors such as agriculture,
informal services, and supply chains. These findings reinforce Nigeria’s belief that
access to education, household stability, and community resilience are key to long-
term prevention.

Child labour is highly prevalent in Nigeria. According to National Bureau of
Statistics, 39.2% of children, which is about 24 million children, are in child labour.
Many children work in agriculture, mining, street vending, and informal industries.
Furthermore, Nigeria’s minimum working age is still at the age of 12, which is not
meeting international standards, increasing children’s vulnerability to exploitation.
Nigeria is actively working to change it, but economic pressures and social conditions
continue to pose challenges.

Child marriage is another severe issue. Despite the legal minimum marriage being
18, more than 30% of girls in Nigeria are married before turning 18. Early marriage
often leads to early pregnancy, which is dangerous for both mother and kids.
Economically, child marriage limits national development, as it decreases the girls’
opportunity to get education, and it is estimated that ending child marriage could
generate Nigeria an additional 7.6 billion (USD) in productivity.

Nigeria is also dealing with child trafficking including “Baby Harvesting”
businesses that kidnap girls and young women in isolated places and forcibly
impregnated and their babies are sold. On top of this, many trafficking victims are
subjected to rituals that mutilate their bodies, and are threatened with curses, taking
away their will to escape. Many children are trafficked to other countries, under
dangerous conditions and some do not survive.

In 2017, UNICEF reported that 48% of the girls in Nigeria were married before
the age of 18 years old. Baby Harvesting business is one of the biggest contributors to
this problem. Children are kidnapped and taken into child factories, forced to undergo
sexual activities, and become pregnant even if they are not willing to do so. Also, most
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young woman and families in Nigeria especially in the state of Borno, the only choice
they must ensure sustainable livelihood and find adequate daily feeding only by
obeying to sexual businesses.

In response, Nigeria has prioritized access to education as a core national
strategy, strengthening school enrollment and retention for vulnerable children.
Nigeria has committed to eliminate child, early and forced marriage by 2030 in line
with target 5.3 of the Sustainable Development Goals. To take this into action, Nigeria
made moderate advancement in efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labour in
2024. We are also partnering with other countries by launching innovation challenge
funds such as the International Labour Organization (ILO).

Nigeria strongly believes that the protection of children’s rights can be effectively
advanced through strong international partnerships and sustainable development
initiatives. In this regard, we propose the “Learn and Earn Project,” a family-centered
program that provides government financial support to households that ensure
consistent school attendance for their children. Nigeria will collaborate with nearby
African countries through a collective initiative, titled “It’s Time for Africa,” to address
shared challenges, while mobilizing international support social development.
Investing in infrastructure, teacher training, and adult employment opportunities are
also essential to addressing these problems.

In conclusion, Nigeria believes that protecting children’s rights is essential to
sustainable development and regional stability. While challenges remain, Nigeria is
committed to modernization of laws, educational access, economic resilience, and
international cooperation. The Federal Republic of Nigeria calls upon the
international community to share responsibility and work collaboratively to ensure
that every Nigerian child (‘72074 — 3—d /=D HIE)
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