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Given the popularity and spread of the Pokémon phenomenon, it is hardly surprising that

children would be excited at the sight of its popular character Pikachu painted on the side

of what otherwise would be just a vehicle of transport.
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Outside of work, Tan practiced mindfulness, the technique where people focus their full

attention on the present, experiencing thoughts, feelings, and sensations but not judging

them. This practice helped him to transition from the stress of intense work to a more

peaceful state. He also found that it opened his mind to otherwise hidden insights.

Mindfulness, Tan decided, was exactly what Google needed.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

sensation transition
intense insight
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The idea that one’s own language is superior to others is widespread, but the reasons given

for the superiority vary greatly. Alanguage might be viewed as the oldest, or the most logical,

or the language of gods, or simply the easiest to pronounce or the best for singing. Such

beliefs have no basis in linguistic fact. Some languages are of course more useful or

prestigious than others, at a given period of history, but this is due to the pre-eminence of

the speakers at that time, and a language should not be valued on the basis of the political,

economic, religious, or other influence of its speakers. If it were otherwise, we would have to

rate the Spanish and Portuguese spoken in the 16th century as somehow ‘better’ than they

are today, and modern American English would be ‘better’ than British English.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

superior to A vary
prestigious *preeminence A, BER . AR
rate
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